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bringing about inflammatory reaction in many organs. It
brings about special joint affections in arthritic subjects
which M. Poncet has named tuberculous rheumatism. It can
also produce glandular inflammations and adenomata which
often simulate cancer. Finally it is not uncommon to see it
produce lipomata. Fat tuberculous patients are by no means
rare and lipomata may be inflammatory tumours provoked by
tuberculosis of which the pulmonary affection is only one
manifestation. Lipomata are generally seen in tuberculous
subjects in whom the disease is latent.

Antidysenteric S’er2cm..
On April 9th M. Vaillard and M. Dopter communicated a

paper upon the result which they had obtained by the

employment of their antidysenteric serum. They had
treated 243 cases of dysentery, of which 200 were resident
in the town or in the hospital and 43 in lunatic asylums.
The former group included 99 very severe cases, of which
25 appeared in certain danger of death. The mortality,
however, was only ten cases, of which six were in extremis
at the moment of the injection. The second group of cases
showed slightly less favourable results. One very striking
point was that after the first injection of some 30 centi-
metres abdominal pain and the tenesmus disappeared. The
stools diminished in frequency, often coming down to one
per diem. The injections could be repeated as often as was
necessary, but after 10 or 15 days at the most the patients
were quite well. M. Widal confirmed these excellent results
by relating a case which came under his personal observation.
M. Chauvel and M. Vincent hoped that the treatment would
be tried in the epidemics of dysentery which ravaged armies
in the field with such fatal effect. The serum used is derived
from horses immunised against the bacillus dysentericus by
gradual injections of the culture. The treatment does not
affect the course of amoebic dysentery but only bacillary
- dysentery.

A,pril 16th. 
__________ 

ITALY.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Hygiene (If the Book.
"CLEANLINESS is next to godliness," says the proverb,

although, like many a ’’ wise saw," it is liable to be

put out of court by the "modern instance" and to have
new meanings thrust upon it. The sacred volume itself
ought (siquid aliud) to be the nearest neighbour of 41 cleanly-
ness," and yet for many years back THE LANCET has led a
crusade to relieve witnesses of the risks incurred by " kiss-
ing the book." That crusade has proved salutary in other
directions, and here we have a distinguished member of
the Turinese school corroborating the Parisian Academy of
Medicine in the revelations it has recently made through Dr.
Lop and Dr. Albert Josias as to the pathogenic microbes
communicable by the circulating library or even by the
volumes passed from hand to hand in the hospital, the hotel,
and the pension. Books, in proportion to their interest, are
long enough in the keeping of sufferers from infective disease
to become charged with pathogenic germs which take kindly
to paper, itself the product of rags and stationary refuse
often a fitting nidus for their culture. Dr. Costanzo
Einaudi refers to cases in which, for a series of days, a book
in much request has been coughed over, sneezed over,
handled with fingers moistened with saliva to turn the semi-
agglutinated leaves till it has become a varitable hive of
infective mischief. In Italy, where books are kept on the
school premises for the use of the young scholar, the risks
referred to are peculiarly rife-so much so, in fact, that

they are engaging the serious attention of the national asso-
ciations for combating the spread of tuberculosis. In the
cases of such school libraries Dr. Einaudi discusses the
suggestion of Dr. Lop and Dr. Josias that the books should
be periodically disinfected with formaldehyde or that blend
of sulphurous and carbonic acid in equal parts known
as the "gas Pictet." " With his knowledge of Italian
resources and methods, however, he sees much diffi-
culty in the systematic enforcement of such precautions and
has to fall back on the old, old remedy of I I education," by
which cleanly habits become second nature in every personal
act or operation down to that of handling and perusing the
printed page. Till that consummation has been brought Iabout, however (that is in the "sanitary millennium," when 1

every boy and girl has been taught, in Sir James Coxe’s
phrase, to be " the intelligent custodians of their own
health "), Dr. Einaudi sees nothing for it but a periodical
holocaust in the urban and communal schools of all books
which have become filthy or presumably infected. Scholastic
literature, he remarks, is now cheap enough to make such a
recurrent sacrifice of small consideration. The same regula-
tion should be practised in hospitals, asylums, and prisons.
As to the more favoured public which frequents the hotel
or the pension the cleanly habits presumably characterising
it should be safeguarded sufficient for the due and decorous
treatment of the book in a hygienic sense.

" Prowimus Ucalegon ! "

Virgil’s hint as to the consequences when your neighbour’s
house is on fire has its application to international hygiene.
On March 16th THE LANCET drew attention to the importa-
tion of variola from France across the Piedmontese frontier.
Happily the energetic measures taken by the sanitary
authorities have kept the unwelcome " arrival " at bay and
the alarm, as widespread as it was justifiable, is now a thing
of the past. From Italian Switzerland, however, the invader
has put in a fresh appearance. I hear from Bellinzona that
36 cases have been certified in the canton Ticino, two of
them terminating fatally. The cantonal administration is
showing laudable activity in isolating the localities of the
outbreak, and at Dervingen and Lutterbach-the two main
foci-a soldier is placed as sentinel at every house where the
disease has declared itself, while the closing of the local
manufacturies is in contemplation. Many shops and public
offices have suspended work ; numerous families have left the
place for a season, and the erection of two isolation hospitals
while attesting the energy of the authorities is interpreted
by the population as more than justifying the stampede.
In Italy every precaution is being taken at the various
frontier towns, particularly at the railway stations, to keep
the ill-omened visitant in check, while she has the consola-
tion of knowing, in the words of Dr. Welsford’s ’’ Rome as a
Winter Resort," that the "voice of the anti-vaccinator is
never beard " within her borders.
April l2th. 

________________

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

A Congress on the Care of Children.
THE increasing interest felt in the alleged deterioration of

the national physique has led to a congress on the care of
children being held in Vienna a short time ago, one of its
objects being the protection of the destitute or neglected
offspring of the lower classes of the population. The
various speakers at the congress agreed that something must
be done to check the two chief causes of national degenera-
tion-namely, alcoholism and the employment of child
workers, but the legislative and other means to be adopted
for the attainment of this end gave rise to much con-

troversy. One of the suggestions that was made went
even so far as to advocate the handing over of the
new-born child to the care of the State, following the prac-
tice of ancient Sparta. The results of the meeting of the
congress are a Bill to be laid before the next meeting of
Parliament dealing with the " sweating " of children and a
proposed reform of the legal procedure in the case of youthful
criminals. The Bill will make it a punishable offence to
employ any children under 12 years of age at any work in
factories, and from 12 to 14 years children will only be
allowed to work for a period not exceeding three hours daily.
The other reform refers to the punishment of youthful
offenders. These will no longer undergo imprisonment in
association with adult criminals-a system the evil effects of
which have been long recognised-but they will be detained
in special homes. The practice known as "baby farming" "
will also be placed under the special control of the
local boards. Several other very useful suggestions were
made at the congress, as, for instance, in the proper
instruction of mothers in the methods of feeding their
infants. An important part of the proceedings of the
congress was the discussion of the care of foundlings.
In Austria the yearly total of illegitimate children is con-
siderable and they may be placed in foundling homes on
payment of a certain sum ; they are often of low vitality in
consequence of the bad hygienic conditions under which their
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mothers or their foster-mothers happened to be living. The
anti-alcohol movement also played a prominent role in the
proceedings, as the bad influence of parental alcoholism on
the offspring is visible in several ways. It may be interesting
to add that in some Alpine regions parents give their infants
a drink of beer every day and that in Vienna within one year
two cases of alcoholic cirrhosis of the liver have been found
post mortem in children under 14 years of age. A motion
encouraging parents and teachers to instruct children as to
the possible causes of physical degeneration was adopted.

Spontaneoqts Fractnre of the Ribs in a S,yphilitic Patient.
At the last meeting of the Vienna Dermatological Society

Dr. K&ouml;rbl showed a woman, 27 years of age, presenting
several unusual symptoms of syphilitic origin. She had
contracted the infection seven years ago and had been
treated with inunctions of mercury. Since that time she
remained free from all symptoms, until four months ago,
when suddenly an infiltration of the sternal extremity of the
right clavicle appeared and developed into a well-defined
immoveable tumour, which still existed. Two months ago a
similar nodule appeared on the sternum and four weeks
later a fresh tumour was observed, but this time on the tenth
left rib in the posterior axillary line. The nodule was hard,
immoveable, and very tender. The patient said that when
bending to the side she suddenly felt a sharp pain and a
cracking noise on the site of the new tumour. She compared
this sensation to that which was felt when a I I bone " in a
woman’s corset was broken. Since that time she has felt
pain at the place on coughing, turning, or deep breathing.
An examination by the x rays revealed the true nature of the
affection. The photcgraph showed a fracture of the rib, the
vertebral fragment having two sharp points and the sternal
fragment being distant about one and a half centimetres
from the other portion. The rib itself was thickened and
the periosteum was infiltrated (gummatous osteomyelitis
and periostitis). Cases of such spontaneous fractures are
extremely rare.

Sanitary Conditions of Vienna.
The report for the month of March, published by the

General-Registrar of the department of hygiene, shows the
influence of the changeable weather superimposed upon the
constantly, although slowly, increasing improvement of the
sanitary conditions effected by the department. Thus whilst
the mortality for the four weeks was 21 per 1000 (the yearly
average is 19 per 1000) the proportion at once drops to
17’ 7 per 1000, if only such deaths are included as were not due
to influenza, broncho-pneumonia, and other acute diseases
dependent on the weather, among which pertussis
may perhaps be reckoned. Of all other diseases it

may be said that they have a declining tendency,
except cancer, which has for some time been stationary.
Not a single case of cholera, small-pox, or epidemic dysentery
has been notified in the year 1907 up to the present time ;
and the mortality of diphtheria in hospital cases and private
patients taken together has been kept down constantly below
5 per cent. The examination of the Vienna water, which is
undertaken at regular intervals, showed that its composition
had remained constant for the last 12 months, whilst the
examination of the air, which has not been long in operation,
proves that the replacement of the horse by the electric
tramcar or the motor-car is a distinct improvement as

regards the purity of the atmosphere. The gaseous products
of combustion which are emitted by the latter vehicles
soon become imperceptible in the open air, especially as
benzine and not petrol is the fuel used here. On the other
hand, the horse droppings, which in busy thoroughfares
literally covered the street for some part of the day, were
quickly dried up and spread about by the wind, so that
evidence of them could be found in all samples of the air
even when these were taken from the remote parts of the
city. Such dried-up particles easily made their way into
the eyes or the respiratory organs of the people, but this
source of annoyance is now very much diminished.

A Case of Tuberczclous Phlebitis.
Dr. Ullmann had recently an opportunity of showing a

rare condition which has been described by French authors
as phlebitis tuberculosa. The patient, who was suffer-

ing from basmoptysis, was operated upon five years ago
for a periproctal abscess. Soon afterwards both gluteal
regions and the anus became infiltrated, the skin assumed a
dark brown-red colour and several sinuses opened up and
discharged thin pus. The sinuses led to the femur.’The back

; of the thigh showed along the well-marked cutaneous veins,
! following them very closely, a streak of brown-yellow,

somewhat soft tissue of the nature of infiltrated
 lymphoid vessels. In some places they were elevated y
; in other places they went into the deep tissues. These
r yellowish vessels went down towards the veins of the
l calf and vanished there. Behind the internal malleolus

there was a doughy infiltration which accompanied the
) veins. Such conditions have been recorded especially in

syphilitic patients and some cases of tuberculous diseases
with infiltration of the peri-venous tissue have been seen in
Vienna, but such an extensive manifestation as the one

r shown by Dr. Ullmann was the first of its nature. The
 patient, who suffered much pain on walking and was in a

very cachectic condition, exhibited another rare complication
-namely, that around the anus the tuberculous infiltration

a had become hard with small papillomatous excrescences pro-
, truding from it, and on excision of one of these nodules it

was found to be very similar to, if not identical with, epi-
thelioma. Such metaplastic changes have been occasionally

L observed in chronic tuberculous manifestations.
! April 15th.

CANADA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Hospital Association Formed in Ontario.
THE Canadian Hospital Association was organised in

Toronto on April 1st. There was a large attendance of
hospital superintendents from different parts of Canada.
Dr. R. R. Poss of the Buffalo General Hospital was

present from the United States and as president of the
American Hospital Association delivered an address out-

lining the work such an association could accomplish. He
stated during his address that the American Association
would probably hold its next annual meeting in Canada.
Dr. R. W. Bruce Smith, provincial inspector of hospitals
and charities in the province of Ontario, read a paper in
which he dwelt upon the problems of hospital life and work
in Canada. He pointed out that in Ontario alone last year
there were treated in the various hospitals of the province
41,950 patients and that the total annual expenditure had
been$1,228,289. He also referred to the fact that the
Government of Ontario had this year increased the grant to
hospitals from$110,000 to$130,000. By this each hospital
gets for each non-paying patient a rate of 20 cents per
day. The following officers’ were elected for the new associa-
tion :-President, Miss Louisa Brent, of the Hospital for
Sick Children, Toronto; First Vice-President, Dr. C. K.
Clarke, superintendent of the Toronto Provincial Hospital
for the Insane ; Second Vice-President, Dr. McIntyre, super-
intendent of the Kingston, Ontario, General Hospital ;
and Secretary, Dr. J. N. E. Brown, superintendent of the
Toronto General Hospital.

The Medical Term in Quebec and at McGill Unirersity.
The legislature of the province of Quebec has decided not

to increase the medical course of study in that province from
a term of four years to one of five. McGill University has,
however, decided to extend the course in that institution to
five years, and the various studies will be spread over the
curriculum, so that it will be a five-year course in actual fact
and not in name only. At this institution the chair of
medicine and of clinical medicine rendered vacant through
the recent death of Dr. James Stewart has been filled by the
appointment of three professors-namely, Dr. F. G. Finley,
Dr. H. A. Lafleur, and Dr. C. F. Martin. The first will
have charge of the didactic work, while clinical work will
be in charge of the two last.

Ontario Medical Association and a Ministry of Health.
A deputation from the Ontario Medical Association, headed

by Dr. George A. Bingham, its president, and com-

posed of influential and active members of the associa-
tion, recently waited on the Ontario Government pressing for
the establishment of a Ministry of Health in this province.
No definite answer was given by the Prime Minister of the
province, who, however, recognised the importance of the
request, as with such a Ministry he had no doubt that the
health of the province could be better looked after if all
matters pertaining thereto were conducted by a responsible
Minister of the Crown than is the case at present. The


